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HELLO

FRIEND,
Out here in California, we’re not just dreaming.
We’re chopping complex legacy problems down to a
solvable size. Over the last few months, we’ve expanded
our groundwater monitoring network in the Solano
Subbasin, completed our fourth year of reporting on
behalf of over 160 surface water irrigators for SB-88,
and developed multi-lingual communications materials
and surveyed disadvantaged communities on their
groundwater use, needs and interests.
Personally, one of the most compelling parts of our
work is the strong and robust network we’ve developed
with a diverse range of partners. Conservation can’t
happen without people – without willing landowners,
stakeholder buy-in, and the voices of underrepresented
communities.
This year has definitely presented new challenges, and
we’ve had to adjust the way we engage. But we choose
to focus on solutions, rather than problems. As we’ve
become more flexible and adaptive, our community
has leaned in, too. Together, we’ve become a more
powerful force against our complicated water resource
challenges – in California and beyond.
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This fall, we’ll tackle exciting new projects together that
build on the work and the partnerships we’ve developed.
We’ll begin our work with the American Farmland Trust,
where we will employ our BasinScout® Platform to
target and implement practices across Madera County.
In Solano, we’ll work with stakeholders to understand
how to capture stormwater runoff to maximize
groundwater recharge and reduce flooding impacts.
None of this work has been or will be possible
without our community – including you. Thank you
for being with us every step of the way.

Conservation Programs Manager, California

Becky Rittenburg
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Signed on
with
Seattle
The Freshwater Trust (TFT) signed an agreement with
the King County Department of Natural Resources
and Parks Wastewater Treatment Division (WTD)
of Seattle, Washington, to assess the feasibility of a
collaborative, multi-party program to improve the
water quality of the Puget Sound.
This is TFT’s first contract with a municipality in the
state of Washington.
Water quality of the Puget Sound has been
suffering, due to multiple stressors, including
nutrient pollution from connected rivers and nearly
100 wastewater discharges. Marine life in the Sound
is negatively impacted by the pollution, which creates
low-oxygen conditions in the near-shore waters.
Additionally, local streams and rivers in the Puget
Sound region support culturally and economically
important populations of environmentally sensitive
Pacific salmon and resident Orca.

TFT will help the King County WTD determine the
feasibility of, and an outline for, the design and
development of a transparent, multi-party “water
quality trading program” (WQT) to reduce pounds of
nutrients making their way to the Puget Sound. This
analysis would lay the groundwork for on-the-ground
restoration projects, where outcomes could be
turned into credits, allow King County WTD to achieve
and maintain compliance with the Clean Water Act
(CWA), and achieve goals for the overall health of the
watershed and the County’s Clean Water Plan.
King County WTD is preparing the Clean Water Plan
to guide its water quality investments through the
year 2060. Development of the Clean Water Plan is
driven by a set of complex issues facing the region
that necessitate a comprehensive evaluation of how
the agency can maximize the benefits of its future
water quality investments to deliver the best water
quality, economic, social and health outcomes for the
region.
TFT has helped build five WQT programs for
regulated entities in the Northwest since 2012,
including the nationally recognized trading
program in the Rogue River basin with the City of
Medford, Oregon. TFT has also worked with the Idaho
Power Company to develop a large-scale watershed
compliance program in the Snake River basin. Our
approach that prioritizes quantified environmental
benefits and delivers cost-effective results will be
applied to King County.
King County wastewater treatment facilities treat
more than 66 billion gallons annually, which serve
more than 1.8 million residents. The County’s Clean
Water, Healthy Habitat initiative, along with WTD’s
Clean Water Plan, examine how the region uses water
and how both utilities and the community as a whole
can take actions now for a resilient future.
Under the CWA, a wastewater treatment facility or
any point source of pollution can offset its nutrient
impacts and protect water quality by using natural
infrastructure options to control and capture nutrients
before they reach the water. Actions can include
urban stormwater management, beneficial recycling
of treated water, and adjustments in agricultural
practices throughout the watershed, such as installing
vegetated buffers and wetlands at the edges of field
and upgrading crop irrigation systems.
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KING COUNTY
Continued from page 2

“King County is taking a proactive approach to its
water resource,” said Jason Myers, freshwater
solutions manager with TFT. “They recognize the
serious threats facing the Sound and are stepping
up to develop a collaborative plan with multiple
stakeholders to tackle the problem.”
As part of our work with the County, TFT will
provide WTD with the necessary background and
knowledge to assess water quality trading as a
part of a compliance solution. Additionally, TFT
will review current policies for potential hurdles
and coordinate with regional stakeholders, such as
regulated entities, regulating agencies and public
interest organizations, to ensure that regional
initiatives are informed by each other when
considering water quality trading solutions.

“We’re building the scaffolding
for a strong framework that will
set the Sound on a critical path to
recovery,” said Myers.

Whitworth
Testifies
In late July, Joe Whitworth, president of The
Freshwater Trust (TFT), testified before the
U.S. Senate Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources Subcommittee on Water and Power,
advocating to leverage technology and finance in
new ways to solve legacy water problems.
A set of five bills before the Committee direct
additional funding for watershed restoration
and ensure funding for multi-benefit watershed
health projects goes to ones that are designed,
implemented, and monitored to produce tangible
outcomes for watersheds.
The Water-Energy Technology Demonstration
and Deployment Act, for instance, identifies the
importance of data collection, modeling, and
use of advanced data analytics for evaluating
precipitation, runoff, and water resources at the
regional level, as well as developing technology
that improves management and infrastructure
development. Another bill put forth includes
funding to support voluntary transactions to
enhance stream flow for fish and wildlife, water
quality, and freshwater ecosystems in Western
states.

Water quality of the Puget Sound has been suffering,
due to nutrient pollution from connected rivers and
nearly 100 wastewater discharges. Marine life in the
Sound is negatively impacted by the pollution.
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Read and watch Joe's
full testimony at
www.thefreshwatertrust.org
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Partner Profile:
Klamath-Siskiyou
Native Seeds
If you ask Suzie Savoie and Luke Ruediger to name their
favorite plants, you’ll be hard-pressed to get an answer.
“That’s kind of like asking somebody to choose their
favorite kid,” said Suzie.
Botany isn’t only a source of income for Suzie and Luke,
who together own Siskiyou Ecological Services, LLC,
an ecological consulting firm, and Klamath-Siskiyou
Native Seeds, a purveyor of hand-picked native seeds.
It’s a passion.
They live off-grid in a private land holding in the
national forest. There, they hike, backpack and forage
for seeds, and then, make a living with them. Suzie is
co-author of “Native Pollinator Plants for Southern

Oregon,” an introductory guide to native pollinator
plants in southern Oregon, and Luke is the author
of “The Siskiyou Crest: Hikes, History & Ecology,”
a hiking and natural history guide to the Siskiyou
Mountains of southwest Oregon and northern
California. Luke is also the Executive Director of the
Applegate Neighborhood Network, which works to
sustain the integrity of the environment and human
communities in the Applegate Valley and surrounding
areas through education, collaboration, community
activism, stewardship and science.
And every year, when summer arrives, Suzie and
Luke’s immense amount of local knowledge and
passion benefit The Freshwater Trust (TFT).

Left: The Lone Pine Creek site pre-project. Right: The Lone Pine Creek site five years after implementation.
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They both delight in the opportunity to discover new
parts of the place they call home.
“A lot of these projects are on private land, so they’re
not areas that I would otherwise see,” said Luke. “As
someone who knows and loves this region, I like to put
my foot on every little bit I can.”
Having worked with TFT since 2015, Luke and Suzie
have had the opportunity to see the impact of the
projects year after year, such as the eradication of
aggressive invasive species, like jewel weed, from TFT
sites.
“Sometimes you think these problems are huge and
overwhelming, and when you look at them on the
landscape scale, they can be,” said Luke. “But there’s
a lot of times when just a little investment, such as
noxious weed controlling or whatever it might be, can
make a huge difference for that site.”

“They’re outstanding botanists,”
said Katelyn Detweiler, Restoration
Project Manager with TFT. “They’re
not only native plant enthusiasts but
deeply passionate ecologists.
They’re really skilled at
interpreting the landscape and
bring a lot of fresh ideas and
recommendations to us as project
managers.”
Luke and Suzie find the work equally valuable.
“I really like that TFT monitoring work is more
comprehensive than other monitoring work,” said
Luke. “Instead of just looking at how trees are growing
or how much shade is cast on the creek, TFT also does
compositional monitoring for herbaceous species and
tracks the non-natives that are on site.”
Suzie appreciates the opportunity to protect native
pollinator habitat.
“A lot of typical projects are just focused on growing
trees, but TFT recognized that we have important
milkweed plants and chose not to mow them down,”
said Suzie. “They’ve protected this important monarch
butterfly habitat within the project."
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The pair has also witnessed big improvements on
the landscape. Though they spend a lot of time in the
wilderness and the backcountry, one of their favorite
sites is Lone Pine Creek at the Medford airport.
Before TFT’s restoration, the site was degraded, with
deep downcutting on the banks and little streamside
vegetation. Luke remembers when they first started
monitoring, it was a tiny stream, only ankle to knee
deep. Last summer, they spotted beaver dams up and
down the creek, coho swimming in pools, and herons
and jackrabbits along the banks.

“I tried to walk into one of the big
pools and quickly realized the creek
was over head high,” said Luke. “It
really hit me that this stream has
been transformed.”
Luke, Suzie and Katelyn often spend lunch breaks
discussing plant species and philosophizing about
different styles of restoration. Sometimes, after
discovering an unknown plant on a site, Luke and Suzie
will identify the plant and add it to the project’s species
list.
“They provide a really pure joy and fascination for the
natural environment which is contagious,” said Katelyn.
“The hope is these sites will become as ecologically
functioning as what they experience in the wilderness.
With TFT’s help, the land has a fighting chance."
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Learn more about our work in the Rogue at www.thefreshwatertrust.org/case-study/the-rogue

w a t c h | one of the videos about our work on the ground and behind the scenes
r e a d | a new press release or partner profile
d o n a t e | to help us achieve quantifiable results for rivers
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