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F R I E N D O F T H E F R E S H W AT E R T R U S T,

This past summer, I was out in the Sandy River basin often. It
had been some time. In high school, I used to spend weeks out
there as a volunteer with Outdoor School. Occasionally over the
years, I’d spend a day on the bank with family or friends. But over the
last three months, I saw my home river in a whole new way. Peering
into the nooks and crannies of a large wood structure built by The
Freshwater Trust, I watched fish take refuge in the slow water and cool
shade. I saw Chinook spawning in the gravel accumulated as a result
of our restoration work.
What else did I see? How my work with this organization makes a
tangible difference.
Fall is a powerful time for rivers, where the evidence of both our work
and your support is front and center. We want you to feel these results,
too. That’s why we recently transported our audiences through
360-degree video to an active restoration site, and published before
and after imagery of places where trees, once inches tall, now tower
over our staff. It’s the reason we write these reports.
All year around, we want you to know how your support is put to use
on the ground for the benefit of rivers.
So whether you’re seeing fish return to places they haven’t been in
decades, or reading about a massive new initiative to fix the Rogue
(see following pages), or learning about the big accomplishments
we’ve made over the last 35 years (also in here), I hope you see
yourself and your support reflected in these pages.
Thank you for being a part of it all.

MCCAILIN WUNDER

Associate Freshwater Fund Director

1

|

2018 Q3 Quarterly Impact Report						

The Freshwater Trust

SPOTLIGHT

| A moment to recognize the difference you’ve made

More miles wild, scenic and fully
functional
The “Wild and Scenic” sections of the
Rogue River, including the iconic Illinois
River tributary, will see improvements in
water quality, thanks to a recent agreement
between the Rogue River-Siskiyou National
Forest of the U.S. Forest Service, U.S.
Department of Agriculture (U.S. Forest
Service) and The Freshwater Trust (TFT).
In June, TFT signed a scope of work to
develop systems that will facilitate more
efficient and effective restoration actions
within certain sections of southwestern
Oregon’s Rogue River basin.

Bureau of Land Management

“Being dubbed wild and scenic does not make a
stretch of river immune from upstream contamination
issues, such as heavy summer withdrawals, nutrientrich runoff and a dearth of native fish habitat,” said
Denis Reich, southern Oregon program director with
TFT. “We see this as a chance to reverse some of the
systemic degradation affecting the most precious
parts of this great river.”

miles are designated Wild and Scenic, equating
to almost 13,000 stream miles protected from
development that would change their scenic
quality. Due to the Act’s focus on sections of
rivers, and the inevitable adjacency of each
section with more traditional land uses, the
legislation needs local support to fulfill its
objectives.

The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act (Act) turned 50
this year. Initiated by Congress in October 1968,
the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System was
developed to “preserve certain rivers with outstanding
natural, cultural, and recreational values in a freeflowing condition for the enjoyment of present and
future generations.”

“There may be certain actions that are
prohibited in the wild and scenic section
of a river, but that doesn’t mean the river
is protected from all actions that have a
noteworthy impact on water quality,” said Reich.
“Restoration is still incredibly necessary to
prevent upstream impacts from undermining
the pristine nature of these sections.”

Congress or the Secretary of the Interior can make
a designation to preserve a river’s outstanding
values. The Rogue was one of the original eight
rivers designated through the Act, along with
the Rio Grande in New Mexico, Salmon River in
Idaho, and Feather River in Northern California.
Approximately 0.35% of the country’s total river

In collaboration with local U.S. Forest
Service staff, TFT will begin a comprehensive
planning effort this fall. The approach will
emphasize synchronization between public
headwater and private lowland restoration for
maximum benefit on wild and scenic reaches.

Continued
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WILD AND SCENIC		

Continued from page 2

When complete in 2021, a full suite of publicly available
geospatial tools will be available to support priority project
execution and maximize the benefits of future restoration
efforts throughout the Rogue.
Through modeling and publicly available data, TFT
will prioritize sites that reduce sediment and improve
water temperatures within the boundaries of wild
and scenic sections. One of the high-priority projects
identified during the analysis will actually be implemented
as a demonstration project by TFT within the next three
years. Basin partners will have access to the planning,
prioritization and tracking tools to continue their work
improving the Rogue watershed for years to come.

“ This partnership is another chapter
in the Rogue story. Each initiative
builds upon the others. Piece by piece
and partnership by partnership, we
are f ixing this basin.”
DENIS REICH
Southern Oregon Program Director
The Freshwater Trust

“This project is a blend of analysis, engagement and
project work,” said Reich. “It allows us to flex multiple
muscles and demonstrate the variety of ways we fix rivers.
Ultimately, this is about taking the time to share expertise
and knowledge among all local partners and deepen the
impact of our collective programming in the Rogue.”

opportunities with other entities, including
the Bureau of Reclamation and the Oregon
Department of Transportation.

TFT began working in the Rogue in 2012 after
contracting with the city of Medford to offset the warm
water discharged into the river. This opened doors for

To date, more than 20 projects have been
implemented in the basin on three major
creeks and the mainstem of the Rogue.

From roots to wings — 35 years of
fixing rivers
More than three decades ago, with a staff of fewer
than a dozen and a budget of a couple thousand
dollars, we set out with a single goal in mind: Protect
the native fish species we loved.

corporate and nonprofit partners, and city, state
and federal agency funders. These partners have
put their trust in us, and together, we have raised
and deployed millions of restoration dollars.

We were Oregon Trout — THE wild fish guys. Our green
and white trout stickers made in the 1980s can still be
found faded on the doors of local fly shops from Maupin
to Joseph. Oregon Trout listed the first Pacific salmon
species under the Endangered Species Act and held the
line against anything that would do them harm. From
those roots, we grew our wings.

And the fish are returning. We see juvenile
coho nestled in the cool, deep pools carved
out by the large wood structures we built in the
Sandy and Rogue basins. We see a reduction in
fish kills out in the John Day, as ranchers and
farmers work together with us to leave enough
water instream during our increasingly hot
summers. Yet our understanding of the problems
and scope of work has expanded significantly
over the past 35 years. We’ve influenced not just

Now we are a staff of 40 operating in five offices across
three states, with hundreds of individual supporters,
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1ST BIRTHDAY
Founded as Oregon Trout, the first wild fish conservation group in the
Pacific Northwest, on the banks of the Deschutes River

8TH BIRTHDAY
Led the coalition that filed to list several Pacific salmon under the
Endangered Species Act

25TH BIRTHDAY
Merged Oregon Trout and Oregon Water Trust into The Freshwater Trust

28TH BIRTHDAY
U.S. patent for StreamBank® toolkit is issued
Signed a 20-year contract with the City of Medford — launching the
nation’s most accountable water quality trading model

30TH BIRTHDAY
Awarded U.S Water Prize for innovation

33RD BIRTHDAY
Fish surveys reveal that winter steelhead spawning in the upper Sandy
basin had increased by more than 350% since they were listed in 1998

ROOTS TO WINGS

Continued from page 3

fish counts but the way the fields of freshwater
conservation and restoration operate all
together.
Today, cities like Medford, Oregon, are investing
in river restoration instead of building cooling
towers to meet their obligations under the
Clean Water Act. And Idaho Power Company is
partnering with us to restore habitat to mitigate
the impacts of its dam complex. And at the foot
of Mt. Hood, we see entire reaches restored by a
dedicated coalition of partners that have stuck
together for more than a decade, allowing us to
innovate our work from a single project site to an
entire basin. We’re not only fighting for the fish.
We’re fighting to secure a healthy freshwater
future in this country.
Neither our roots nor our wings were
possible without our community of
supporters. For our 35th birthday,
we’re taking a moment to recognize
accomplishments of the past and present.
Thank you for making all this happen.

35TH BIRTHDAY
All restoration actions completed on Still Creek, a tributary of the Sandy
Signed new agreement with the U.S Forest Service to protect the Wild
and Scenic reaches of the Rogue

FOLLOW US

LOOK FOR

| our newly combined Uplift & Annual Report

CHECK OUT
READ

| photos from summer site visits

| our Streamside blog

thefreshwatertrust.org
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