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F R I E N D O F T H E F R E S H W AT E R T R U S T,

A lot happens around here in the first quarter of a new year.
I imagine it’s not that different where you sit. By the time you
read this, we will have finished our largest annual fundraiser “Faces
of Freshwater” on March 8. Thanks to individuals like you and more than
70 companies who stepped up to help host this evening, we raised more
than $190,000 to ensure we continue to put more work on the ground
and lead the way for more restoration and conservation professionals to
prioritize projects and track impacts over time.
Our business partners made up more than $80,000 raised from this
year’s benefit. But many of them don’t just contribute once a year. We
are fortunate to have long-lasting partnerships with regional companies
in the West and their support helps us increase the pace and scale of
our work. Take Pacific Power, a massive provider of energy in our region.
Back in 2011, we began to manage the Blue Sky Habitat Fund, where
Pacific Power customers can choose to donate $2.50 a month to a pool
of funding that goes to restoring native fish habitat. For seven years,
we’ve been the administrators of this fund, granting organizations
across Oregon a portion of the total to carry out an important project
in their community. You’ll read about the exact impact this partnership
has made in the following pages.
And not all of our collaborations are on such a massive scale. Many
are small businesses. Ecovibe Boutique of Portland and Full Circle Real
Estate in Ashland, for instance, give one percent of their profits back to
us as part of the global network One Percent for the Planet.
Rivers will not be fixed in the absence of partnerships. We believe in the
power of both nonprofit and for-profit connections to increase the pace
and scale of restoration because we’ve seen the results first hand. If you
have a business in mind you think would support what we do, please
send them our way. And thank you, as always, for your support.
ALEX JOHNSON

Freshwater Fund Director
Front page: Photo by Caleb Jacobson

This page: Photo by Rogue River Watershed Council
Back page: Photo by Allan Pudlitzke
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SPOTLIGHT

| A moment to recognize the difference you’ve made

Nearly $700,000 awarded to restore
156 miles of salmon habitat
At The Freshwater Trust (TFT), we believe two
things:
First, the freshwater problems ailing our
country’s rivers are fixable. Second, we
cannot fix them alone.
These are tenets of our mission and why we
find an equal sense of accomplishment when
we can enable others to restore their home
rivers.
For the last seven years, we have joined
forces with Pacific Power to administer their
Blue Sky Habitat Fund. This fund is used to
help restoration organizations improve native fish
habitat within Pacific Power’s Oregon service area.
By choosing to contribute an additional $2.50 a
month to the fund, Pacific Power customers play
a pivotal role in helping support renewable energy
and improvements to native fish habitat in their
backyards.
TFT has served as the administrator of the Blue
Sky Habitat Fund since 2011. Over the years, it has
awarded more than $667,000 to 27 restoration
projects and helped restore 156 miles of salmon
habitat in 12 counties.
In 2017 alone, we awarded more than $133,000 in
funds to four projects in three different counties,
enhancing 11 miles of salmon habitat. Dam removal,
culvert replacement, large wood placement, and
side-channel enhancement are some of the actions
being implemented with the help of Blue Sky funds.
Each of these restoration projects has the ability to
elicit immediate ecological response in the form of
improved fish passage and enhanced spawning and
rearing habitat for native fish species.
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Restoration has social and economic benefits as
well. Engaging locals who call these watersheds
home is a central component of projects funded
through this program.
Local contractors are hired to do the restoration
work. Supplies and materials are locally sourced
and purchased, and the staff themselves are
often residents. This is critical, since it’s the
community that will have the loudest voice
for ensuring the long-term success of these
projects as they mature.
In 2017, the Rogue Valley Council of
Government’s (RVCOG) Bear Creek Riparian
Restoration Project enlisted the help of laborers
from the Jackson County Community Justice
program, who played an important role in
removing garbage that once littered the project
site. Additionally, RVCOG will engage students
from the Crater Renaissance Academy to
help with tasks such as invasive plant species
removal, native planting, and monitoring
through the life of the project.
Continued
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SALMON HABITAT
JEFF FISHER

Habitat Monitoring Coordinator
Jeff brings several years of valuable
monitoring experience to TFT.
He has monitored salmon populations for
government agencies and nonprofit organizations,
including The Yakima Nation, Washington
Department of Fish and Wildlife, Ecotrust, and
the Portland Water Bureau. Jeff holds a bachelor’s
degree in Environmental Studies from Northeastern
University and has received a River Restoration
Certificate through Portland State University’s
Environmental Professional Program. As the Habitat
Monitoring Coordinator, he collects and analyzes
critical pieces of data for TFT’s habitat restoration
and flow restoration programs. Jeff ensures that the
projects happening on the ground are having the
intended outcomes. When not in the field for a work
assignment, Jeff can be found fly fishing or mountain
running with his fiancée and dog.

The students will develop a personal connection with
the project and an ethos deeply rooted in stewardship
and conservation. Outreach efforts by RVCOG also
include the installation of two bilingual interpretive
signs to share information about the project with the
public.

TFT is seeking projects to fund in 2018.
If you are a restoration organization with a mission to
restore critical habitat for Endangered Species Act
listed salmon and steelhead and have a project going in
the ground this year, please review the project funding
requirements on our website, and submit an application
before April 27.
And if you’re one of the individuals who gives $2.50 a
month through this program, thank you for making this
critical work possible.

S E V E N Y E A R S O F R I V E R R E S T O R AT I O N

Polk
$29.6 K
2.8 RM

Benton
$31.4 K
13 RM
Jackson
$305.4 K
82.5 RM
Josephine
$39.7 K
4.6 RM

made possible by the Blue Sky Habitat Fund

Clackamas
$142.2 K
22.0 RM

Lincoln
$27.1 K
(TBD) RM

Continued from page 2

Linn
$39.7 K
3.5 RM

Umatilla
$30.0 K
0.5 RM
Wallowa
$30.0 K
20.0 RM
Grant
$64.4 K
2.5 RM

2017 As-built

Deschutes
$31.4 K
1.7 RM
Klamath
$30.0 K
3.1 RM
$ = Amount of Blue Sky funding since 2011 RM = River miles restored
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LOOKING FORWARD

SNAKE RIVER BASIN, IDAHO
TFT is looking forward to continued restoration
work with Idaho Power Company as part of the
Snake River Stewardship Program. Our first project
under the program, the construction of Bayha
Island, is proving to be a haven for wildlife, including
waterfowl, deer and beaver. Staff are closely
monitoring and maintaining the site to ensure
it's having intended outcomes. Right now, we are
developing designs for a second project downstream
to improve water quality and habitat for fish and
other species. Finally, we are building relationships
with landowners in the Weiser River watershed, a
tributary of the Snake, in an effort to collaborate
with them on streamside restoration projects.
ROGUE RIVER BASIN, OREGON
As part of our program with the City of Medford, we
are focused on three restoration sites in the basin this
quarter. One new site sits along Little Butte Creek, a
top regional priority for restoration. We are currently
prepping the site for planting and constructing
fencing to keep livestock out of the water. This
summer, wood jams will be installed to reduce
erosion and improve floodplain connectivity. New
plantings will also increase shade and filter runoff.
Additionally, our project managers will supervise the
installation of new large wood structures on Bear
Creek, a 28-mile stream flowing through Ashland,
Talent, Phoenix, Medford and Central Point.

S AC R A M E N T O & S A N J O AQ U I N R I V E R
BAS I N , CA L I FO R N I A
Staff are pushing forward several major initiatives
to improve water quality and quantity in the Golden
State. They’re fostering connections with new
landowners and regulatory entities who have the
ability to make a difference for this basin, and
securing new funding to get research and on-theground programs up and running. TFT continues
to be engaged with helping local and regional
authorities navigate the Sustainable Groundwater
Management Act, a set of bills put forth in 2014 to
ensure more sustainable and local management
of groundwater resources. To date, TFT staff have
facilitated the development of 19 Groundwater
Sustainability Agencies to better manage
groundwater in the state moving forward.
L O S T I N E & J O H N D AY B A S I N S ,
OREGON
Our project managers stay involved in local planning
efforts in these two important Eastern Oregon
basins. Staff are representing TFT in watershed
planning groups like the John Day Partnership and
the Upper Grande Ronde Watershed Partnership,
speaking up in support of data-driven, ecologicallysound, basin-scale planning. Two new flow deals
were also recently proposed for the highest priority
tributary in Oregon, Catherine Creek, bringing our
total to 10 flow deals on this stream.

FOLLOW US

AT T E N D

|

CHECK OUT
READ

|

our Design Week Open House on April 18
| photos from Faces of Freshwater

our Streamside blog

thefreshwatertrust.org
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