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F R I E N D  O F  T H E  F R E S H W A T E R  T R U S T,

When I think about the Sandy River, the great blue heron, 
the pileated woodpecker, the river otter and sixth graders 

come to mind. For three years, I volunteered at the Sandy River 
Outdoor School, leading troops of 12-year-olds along the banks of 
the river in search of wildlife.
 
On the Sandy, I learned to be a leader, a listener, and a steward 
of one of our most important natural resources. It allowed me to 
appreciate the intrinsic connections between rivers and people. It’s 
also a part of the watershed supplying water to my hometown. It’s 
my “home river.”
 
Whether you have a direct connection to a river like this, or a more 
indirect one, such as simply recognizing the river running through 
the city where you live, we all have a “home river.” To pay homage 
to the ways rivers tie us to one other and to a certain place, we’ve 
designed the “Home Rivers Tee.”
 
These shirts are available for $25, and funds raised will go back to 
protecting and restoring the rivers you love. If you’re wondering how 
we put those dollars to use, check out the next pages. You’ll find 
a recap of the last year’s milestones for the Sandy, the Rogue, the 
Snake and more, each of which were achieved because people like 
you believed in and supported our vision. 
 
From all of us at The Freshwater Trust, happy holidays, and thank 
you for being part of our community. 
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Year in Review: 2017 Highlights

S P O T L I G H T  | A moment to recognize the difference you’ve made

Another year has come and gone, and it was 
one of progress, growth and innovation. 

We broke ground on new projects and made 
critical headway on others in Oregon, California 
and Idaho. Our scientists and analysts iden-
tified more places in need of restoration and 
opportunities to collaborate with new landown-
ers. We asked, and answered, critical questions 
about how to reduce pollutants and improve 
habitat, and refined tools to increase efficiency 
and effectiveness. 

There were noteworthy milestones achieved in every 
part of the organization, and we wanted to share a 
few of our favorites with you. Together, we: 

Increased fish counts by 16,000 percent: Since 
2015, we’ve planted native vegetation, installed large 
wood structures, and fenced out livestock on Neil 
Creek, a snowmelt-fed tributary of Bear Creek in the 
Rogue River basin. Two years after putting shovel to 
dirt, fish counts jumped more than 16,000 percent. 
Read more about Neil Creek. 

Partnered with 30 new farmers in California: 
Trusting in our knowledge and expertise, 30 farmers 
in the Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta—
comprising more than 100 diversions on 13,000 
acres—signed on with us to help them fulfill the 
reporting obligations of a statewide bill to track water 
use. Hear one farmer’s story. 

Advised agencies on more sustainably managing 
groundwater: We supported 19 agencies in 
California, such as reclamation and water districts, 
in forming Groundwater Sustainability Agencies, to 
collaboratively and sustainably manage groundwater. 
Learn more about our next steps in California.
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Kept more than 10,000 gallons per minute 
in the Lostine: Working with 80 irrigators in 
eastern Oregon’s Lostine basin, we kept 23.5 
cubic feet per second, or 10,000 gallons, of water 
in the basin for Chinook and other native fish. 
The collaborative agreement started in 2005 and 
increased from 15 cfs to more than 20 this year. 
Learn about a recent grant we received. 

Signed 19 new flow agreements with 45 
landowners: We’ve said it before. You can have 
a healthy river and thriving farms and ranches. 
The deals we strike are proof. Dive into how we 
do flow deals.

Won more than $2 million in grants from 
nearly 20 funders: Our tagline reads, “Changing 
the course of conservation.” We believe we have 
the tools, strategy and staff to do it. This year, 
nearly 20 funders awarded more than $2 million 
to answer burning questions, chase dreams 
into reality, see plans through to actions, and 
turn napkin sketches into viable products and 
solutions. Read about one of our biggest grants 
with the USDA.

Continued

https://vimeo.com/238976884
https://www.thefreshwatertrust.org/16000-increase-fish-really/
https://www.thefreshwatertrust.org/experienced-hands-navigate-new-waters/
https://www.thefreshwatertrust.org/tft-helps-19-agencies-improve-groundwater-northern-california/
https://www.thefreshwatertrust.org/25000-award-will-keep-water-lostine-river/
https://www.thefreshwatertrust.org/services/water-quantity/
https://www.thefreshwatertrust.org/services/water-quantity/
https://www.thefreshwatertrust.org/freshwater-trust-receives-grant-help-farmers-conservationists-california/
https://www.thefreshwatertrust.org/freshwater-trust-receives-grant-help-farmers-conservationists-california/
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Made sure the Salmon River would continue living 
up to its name: Adding 125 boulders & 50 cubic yards 
of gravel to the Salmon is akin to calling fish back 
home. Watch our new video of Chinook spawning in an 
area restored by yours truly.

Developed two new tools: One of these tools assesses 
the outcomes associated with restoring the land adjacent 
to a stream or river, also known as the floodplain. The oth-
er tool will help farmers make meaningful economic 
choices about conservation. Learn about other tools we’ve 
developed. 

Planted four new sites in the Rogue basin: The 
hundreds of plants we put in the ground this year will  
provide shade, sequester carbon, filter nutrients, and 
reduce erosion. We’re fortunate to work with expert 
partners who know the right mixes of native plants and 
where to put them for maximum benefit. Check out more 
about our program with the city of Medford.

YEAR IN REVIEW        Continued from page 2

Made progress in Idaho: Last year, as part of our 
work with Idaho Power Company, we expanded 
floodplains adjacent to Bayha Island to narrow and 
deepen the river channel to improve fish habitat by 
lessening seasonal temperature increases. In 2017, 
we installed an irrigation system, removed invasive 
plants, and monitored the project to ensure it will 
provide the intended benefits. We also added new 
staff to our Boise office. Read about the Snake 
River Stewardship Program.

Built 30 large wood structures in the Rogue 
and Sandy basins: This year, nearly 500 pieces 
of large wood were meticulously placed in key 
stretches of river where fish will use them for 
refuge. A combination of felling trees and piloting a 
helicopter allowed us to maneuver the giants into 
the right spots. Think “Lincoln Logs” but a little 
messier and on a bigger scale. Watch how we built 
the fish homes. Continued 

2 0 1 7  H I G H L I G H T S  include (clockwise) Bayha Island, Salmon River, Little Butte Creek and Sandy River

2017 Pre-project 2017 As-built

https://vimeo.com/238976884
https://vimeo.com/238976884
https://www.thefreshwatertrust.org/featured-case-study-medford-water-quality-trading-program/
https://www.thefreshwatertrust.org/featured-case-study-medford-water-quality-trading-program/
https://www.thefreshwatertrust.org/case-study/snake-river-stewardship/
https://www.thefreshwatertrust.org/case-study/snake-river-stewardship/
https://vimeo.com/237308447
https://vimeo.com/237308447


thefreshwatertrust.org

A T T E N D  |

L I S T E N  |

R E A D  |

to the latest Freshwater Talk podcasts

our Streamside blog

F O L L O W  U S
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our Faces of Freshwater fundraiser

Received recognition in more than 50 publications:  
National media outlets including The Weather Channel, 
Fast Company, Sierra Magazine, Inside Science and Biz 
Tech published features about us. Local publications 
including Capital Press, Oregon Business, Oregon Wine 
Press, and the Mail Tribune also covered our work. Read 
all of them on our Media Features page. 

Acquired 4,000 new followers, 138 individual donors 
and 27 business supporters: Our community is always 
growing. More people are learning about the quality 
and quantity issues impacting the rivers they love and 
choosing to support us in our efforts to make a difference.

Manned our first drone flight: We flew a drone over 
the Applegate River as part of a research project with 
Portland State University and Oregon State University. 
Together, we’re answering the question: Can drones help 
collect high quality data and improve the effectiveness 
of river restoration? Watch the Weather Channel’s video 
about our drone project.

Millions of dollars and invaluable support over the course 
of 2017 from individuals, businesses and agencies under-
pinned each of these wins. Whether you gave $25, $100 
or $1,000 or are involved with a foundation, business or 
government agency that supported us, we are grateful you 
make up the diverse, committed community that gave us 
the foundation to achieve in the ways above. Thank you. 

YEAR IN REVIEW        Continued from page 3

H O M E  R I V E R S  T E E S 

MAKE A 
YEAR-END 

GIFT

Available for a $25 donation.

      

www.thefreshwatertrust.org/freshwater-trust-tee-shirts/
https://www.thefreshwatertrust.org/faces-of-freshwater/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/freshwater-talk/id941996214?mt=2
https://www.thefreshwatertrust.org/category/streamside/
https://www.instagram.com/freshwatertrust/
https://www.facebook.com/thefreshwatertrust
https://twitter.com/fresH2Otrust
http://www.linkedin.com/company/the-freshwater-trust/
https://www.thefreshwatertrust.org/newspaper-media-features/
https://www.thefreshwatertrust.org/newspaper-media-features/
https://www.facebook.com/RocketsAreCool/videos/vb.781769685285898/1119274211535442/?type=2&theater
https://www.facebook.com/RocketsAreCool/videos/vb.781769685285898/1119274211535442/?type=2&theater
https://www.thefreshwatertrust.org/get-involved/yearendgift/
www.thefreshwatertrust.org/freshwater-trust-tee-shirts/

